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This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this Ihtemational Preliminary Kirflmin^ng 
Authonty under Article 35 and transmitted to the appUcant according to Article 3 6. 

sheets;, including this oov^ sheet 



This REPORT consists of a total of 3 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, conqjrising: 
a. □ (sent to the applicant mid to the International Btirem) a total of 



she^ as follows: 



I \ Sheets of the description, daims and/br diawmgs which have been amended and are the basis of this r^ort 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Eule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of tiie 
Admimstrative histructionsy 

I 1 sheets which supersede earHer sheets, but which tiiis Autiiority considers contain an amwidment that goes 
beyond tiie disclosure in the international ^pHcation as filed, as mdicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. EU (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and numbo: of electronic carrier(s)) 

■■ _ , containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

ridable form only, as indicated in the Supplemeatai Box Relating to Sequence listing (see Section 802 of tiie 
Aammistrahve lostructions). 



TMs report contams indications relating to tiie foUowing items: 
" Basis of the re|)Qrt 
Priority 

Non-estabUshment of opinion wifli regard to novelty, inventive step and mdustrial applicalrility 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) witii regard to novdty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; dtations and e^Ianations siqiporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language^ this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
o&erwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on a translation fiom the original language into die following language , 

which is the language of a ttanslation furnished for the purposes of. 

I I international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23. 1 (b)) 

I I publication of the international application (jaaider Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
famished to the receiving Office in refuse to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this r^rt as "originally filed'* 
and are not annexed to this report): 

1^ the intenational application as originally flled/fumished 
I I the description: 



pages* ________________ received by this Authority on 

pages* recdved by this Authority on 

I I the claims: 



as originally filed/^imished 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages* ^ amended (togetiio' wth any statement) undo- Article 19 

pages* _______________ lecdved by this Authority on ,.^_____________ 

pages* ______________^ received by this Authority on 

I I the drawings: 

pages ■ — _^^_____^_______. as originally filed/furnished 

pages* ________________ received by this Autiiority on 

pages* . received by this Authority on ______________ 

I I a sequence listmg and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. The amendmoits have resulted in die cancellation o£ 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing ^ 

any table(8) related to die sequence listing (3pec(i9^ 



4. I I This T^ort has hesa. established as if (some Ae amendmraits annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since tb^ have been considered to go bcwond die disclosure as filed, as indicated in die Siroplonental Box (Rule 
70^c)). 

□ the description, pages ' 

the claims, Nos. ^ 



□ 
□ 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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International q;»plication No. 
PCT/ 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novdty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 
1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-19 YES 

Claims • NO 

Inventive stq) (IS) Claims . ; YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1^19 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Doctunents cited in the International Search Report: 
Dl: WO, 0216224, Al 
D2: US, 4138036, A 
D3: EP, 0367937, Al 
D4: US, 4375864, A 

The cited documents represent the general state of the art. 
The invention defined in claims 1-19 is not disclosed by any 
of these documents. 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would 
lead a person skilled in the art to the claimed spacer. 
Therefore, the claimed invention is not obvious to a person 
skilled in the art. 

Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 1-19 is novel and 
is considered to involve an inventive step. The invention is 
industrially applicable. 
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